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Communications Strategy
Artscape will implement a communications strategy, including a targeted media relations program, 

that recognizes the collaborative city-building efforts of our partners. The Urban Living Lounge will 

honour the generous developers that supported its construction and will be a lasting symbol of their 

commitment to invest in a shared community asset for current and future West Queen West residents.  

Contributing developers will have the opportunity to book the Urban Living Lounge for community 

meetings and events.
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The Urban Living Lounge is a dynamic “community living room” located in the ample 
ground floor hallways of Artscape Youngplace, at the site of the historic Shaw Street 
School. The Lounge is the result of a ground-breaking partnership between prominent 
urban developers, Artscape and Toronto’s West Queen West community. 

The Urban Living Lounge is a testament to the development industry’s commitment to ensuring that a 

vibrant arts scene remains central to the neighbourhood’s culture and identity as it grows and changes. It is 

an investment that is good for the development community, vital for the arts community, and great for the 

neighbourhood. By joining forces to make this project a reality, developers, Artscape and local leaders will 

have a lasting impact on the social fabric of one of Toronto’s most creative and spirited neighbourhoods. 

What happens in the Urban Living Lounge?
The Urban Living Lounge is the essential starting point for every visit to Artscape Youngplace, and is a 

place where the general public and hundreds of artists and cultural workers can come together to enjoy 

art, exchange ideas, and socialize. A hive of creativity and energy, the Urban Living Lounge lends itself to a 

variety of uses. By day it is a place to have a latte, surf the web, or meet neighbours and friends. By night it is 

home to visual art exhibitions and openings, poetry readings, live music performances, community meetings 

and special events. 

Imagine comfortable living room sets, well-appointed accent pieces and stunning light fixtures clustered 

along the extra-wide main floor hallways of Artscape Youngplace. It will be a fantastic place to hang out, 

meet new people, and see and be seen – all in the new social heart of ultra-hip West Queen West. 

Developer Contributions
Artscape will attract ten leaders from Toronto’s 

development community to make philanthropic 

contributions of $100,000 to fund the design and 

construction of the Urban Living Lounge. These 

developers will be recognized on a prominent donor 

recognition wall within the Lounge and through a 

program of events that celebrate this special gift to the 

West Queen West neighbourhood. Torontonians will be 

familiar with this type of collaborative funding through 

the example of the striking Galleria Italia at the Art Gallery 

of Ontario, made possible thanks to the generosity of a 

number of prominent members of the Italian community. Raw space, pre-renovation.

Building Value 
Together
Intensification of development 

in creative districts often results 

in the displacement of artists 

from the places they have 

brought to life. This process—

known as “the SoHo effect”—

can engender bitterness and 

diminish neighbourhood 

vibrancy. Not so in West 

Queen West. Here, the creative 

community and developers are 

working together, and the boom 

in the development of artistic 

space is happening in tandem with a booming condominium market. This departure from the normal 

pattern of gentrification has international media currency, and Artscape believes that the partnership 

between the community, arts organizations and development industry leaders should be celebrated 

and applauded. 
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